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Practice Education Developments - bursary, practice educator framework and demonstration sites project

Skills for Care, the Children’s Workforce Development Council and the General Social Care Council have announced that the Social Work Development Partnership (SWDP) has agreed a number of measures to support the development of practice education for social work. 

The SWDP have developed a proposed framework for the development of practice educators, a project to encourage demonstration sites to test out the new framework and revised bursary criteria that support practice educators.

The practice educator framework sets out learning outcomes practice educators should meet to demonstrate they are competent. It also gives expectations in relation to how they should be assessed and the qualifications and experience required. It has been designed to improve the quality of the people responsible for assessing and supervising student social workers on placement.

People are invited to comment on the framework through a short web based survey available on the Skills for Care website.

HEIs and employers are invited to bid to deliver up to ten demonstration projects. These will support local social work education partnerships to develop a range of pathways for both new and experienced practice educators, in line with the proposed framework. The framework and invitation to quote can be found in the practice educator framework section of the Skills for Care website - www.skillsforcare.org.uk/socialwork/postqualifying

The objective of the SWDP is to increase the quality and availability of statutory practice placements including through the continuing professional development of practice educators and supervisors of social work students. 

More/

So this year the focus of the bursary funding available to support that work is the development of practice educators who are independent social workers, employed by small voluntary organisations or are people who use services who are supporting social work education. An application form is now available on the websites of the partner organisations.

In order to apply for a bursary, candidates must be practice educators working towards either the GSCC approved Post Qualifying Specialist Award in Social Work, the Post Qualifying Higher Specialist Award in Social Work, or the Advanced Award in Social Work or be undertaking a practice educator programme or pathway in line with the proposed national framework for practice educators.
The role of the practice educator is crucial in the support and assessment of student social workers and to the continuing professional development of social workers, enabling them to deal confidently and effectively with the challenging nature of social work roles and tasks.

Many practice educators are independent, freelance or self employed social workers or work in the voluntary or not for profit sector and do not have a clear route for accessing funds to pay for accredited and approved training. The practice educator bursary, provided by the Department of Health and the Department for Children, Schools and Families, exists to improve the quality of practice educators by enabling those who cannot access other funding to undertake relevant training, education or development opportunities. 

This is why the SWDP wishes to alert practitioners, voluntary sector employers, people who use services and carers who support social work education and universities offering PQ modules and practice educator programmes or pathways to the availability of funds. Up to £750 per candidate per year is available to cover tuition fees. This year’s funds will be available to individuals who apply up to 19th March 2010, or until the fund is exhausted. 

.Applications forms and eligibility criteria are available on the Skills for Care web site www.skillsforcare.org.uk/socialwork/postqualifying.

Notes

1.Social workers who are directly employed by a local authority/authorities are not eligible under these criteria and should seek advice from their training and development section.

2.Social workers who source their work directly through recruitment agencies/companies are not eligible under these criteria.

4.All applicants (except for people who use services) must have a GSCC recognised social work qualification, be registered on the GSCC Social Care register and have been UK resident for the previous three years and work largely in England.

5.People who use services who are formally supporting social work education and want to undertake a practice educators’ programme can apply under these bursary criteria.
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